
 

 

Ecuador – Diversity of the Andes 
 

This tour is based in the Equatorial capital Quito and takes you to some of the most exciting tourist sites nearby. You will 

visit places between 1,200 meters and almost 5,000 meters above sea level. Visiting the cloud forest town Mindo, 

Quito’s beautiful historic center and the majestic Cotopaxi Volcano, you will truly experience the diversity of the 

Equatorial Andes. 

Duration: 9 days / 8 nights 

Departure dates:  From October to December, 2019. 

Price: From USD 1,320.00 

Included 

• Airport transfers in Quito (Airport – Hotel – Airport); 

• 5 Nights in Quito including breakfast; 

• 1 Night in a typical guesthouse in the Cotopaxi area including breakfast; 

• 2 Nights in Baños including breakfast; 

• Transportation and visits according to the itinerary; 

• Entrance fees for the visits mentioned in the itinerary (except optional activities); 

• English-speaking guide on all tours. 

Not included 

• Meals and visits not mentioned in the itinerary; 

• Optional activities in Mindo and Baños; 

• Tips; 

• Personal expenses; 

• Any services not previously specified. 

Important Notes: 

Itinerary is subject to change for operational reasons and/or unforeseen circumstances beyond our control. 

Apadana Travel recommends all passengers to have travel insurance including personal medical insurance. 

Phone: 604 770 4476 

E-mail: tours@apadanatravel.ca 



 
 

Days 
Schedule Meals* 

Day 1 - Quito 
Upon arrival in Ecuador, your guide will welcome you at the airport exit and take you tour your hotel in Quito.  
The Ecuadorian capital is located at 2,850 meters above sea level in the Equatorial Andes. 

No 
meals 

Day 2 - Quito 
and the 

Equator Line 

Your guide will pick you up from your hotel after breakfast and take you to the historic center of Quito. The old 
town of Quito is the best-preserved historic center in Latin America and was named a World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO in 1978. 
 
At the entrance to the old town, you can admire the neo-Gothic church Basílica del Voto Nacional and notice its 
special gargoyles that represent the Equatorial animal kingdom. If you are not afraid of heights, you might want 
to climb one of the church’s towers to get a nice view of the old town including the Panecillo Hill.  
Then you continue to the Independence Square – the heart of Quito, which is surrounded by the Presidential 
Palace, the Cathedral, the Archbishop’s Palace and the City Hall. After that, you visit the interior of la Compañía 
de Jesús church which is completely covered by gold leaves. You proceed to San Francisco Square to admire the 
church and convent of St. Francis and learn about its legends. 
 
The next stop is El Panecillo Hill (3,000 m) where the statue of the virgin of Quito is waiting for you. Its 
convenient location in the center of the city offers you one of the best views of the old and new city. 
After lunch, you travel almost 30 kilometers north to Mitad del Mundo – the Middle of the World, where the 
equator line is located. You stop at the historical monument that symbolizes the French Geodesic Mission during 
the 18th century and its contribution to world history. Then you visit the interactive Inti Ñan Museum where you 
learn about different Ecuadorian cultures and experience what it is like to be at the equator.  
Return to your hotel in Quito. Accommodation in Quito. 

(B) 

Day 3 - Cloud 
Forest Town 

Mindo 

Your guide will pick you up from your hotel after breakfast. You travel north and then west for about 2 hours 
until arriving at Mindo town (1,250 m). While Mindo is still part of the Andean region, its climate and eco-system 
is very different to the one in Quito. It lies in a transitional area and features abundant vegetation (cloud forest).  
 
The town and its surroundings offer a wide variety of activities for all tastes.  
- Butterfly farm – Observe hundreds of butterflies up close and even watch some emerge from the chrysalis.  
- Hiking & waterfalls – Hike through the cloud forest and learn about its flora and fauna. Visit one of the many 
waterfalls in the area. 
- Chocolate factory – Here, the guide will show and explain you the process from cacao bean to chocolate bar. 
- Hummingbird garden – Observe different species of humming birds and maybe even some toucans. 
- Bird watching – Explore spots and trails specifically for bird watchers. 
- Zip lining – Join a canopy adventure through the cloud forest and slide from one slope to another. 
 
The time usually allows you to do two to three of these activities, so you will have to choose from the above. 
(Entrance fees not included). 
Return to your hotel in Quito. Accommodation in Quito. 

(B) 

Day 4 - 
Cotopaxi 

National Park 

Your guide will pick you up from your hotel and you travel south along the Avenue of Volcanoes to the Cotopaxi 
National Park. The Cotopaxi Volcano lies inside the national park and is one of the highest active volcanoes in the 
world. 
 
You stop at Limpiopungo Lake that lies at the foot of Cotopaxi Volcano. Here, your guide tells you about the 
national park’s flora and fauna and you have the chance to take pictures of the majestic Cotopaxi Volcano. You 
continue to the parking lot at 4,600 meters from where you hike up to the refuge of the volcano (4800 m). If you 
feel up to it, you can continue hiking up to 5,000 m where the glaciers start. 
Afterwards, you return to the parking lot and leave the national park. Instead of returning to Quito, you will drive 
to a typical guesthouse in the area. 
Accommodation in the Cotopaxi area. 

(B) 



 

Day 5 - 
Quilotoa 
Lagoon 

After breakfast, you travel south on the Pan-American highway and enjoy the view of the surrounding Andean 
landscape. After almost an hour, you leave the highway and continue west through various indigenous villages. 
You stop at a traditional indigenous market to see how the locals negotiate.  
Then you continue to Quilotoa from where you walk down to the shore of the beautiful Quilotoa Lagoon. The 
lagoon lies inside a volcanic crater and is a great photo motif because of its emerald green water. To return to 
our car, you can either hike the crater up again or rent a mule.  
 
After lunch, you visit a local community or family to learn about their way of life. Then you travel east until you 
reach the town of Baños where you will stay for two nights. 
Accommodation in Baños. 

(B,L) 

Day 6 - Baños 
de Agua Santa 

The town of Baños is located at 1,820 meters above sea level in the transition area between the Andes and the 
Amazon region and therefore, features a much warmer climate and lusher vegetation. Due to its pleasant 
climate and the variety of activities, Baños is equally popular with national and foreign tourists. 
 
In the morning, you journey along the waterfall route. You will stop at several viewing points to take pictures of 
the different waterfalls. The highlight of this route is the Pailón del Diablo waterfall. With 80 meters, it is one of 
the highest waterfalls in Ecuador. To reach the waterfall, you need to walk through the forest for about 20 
minutes. Don’t forget to bring your rain poncho, as you might get wet. 
 
You return to Baños to stroll around this charming town and visit the church which was built with volcanic rocks. 
In the afternoon, you can decide whether you want to relax in one of the thermal baths and spas which the town 
is famous for or if you want to do one of the many adrenaline sports that are offered (e.g. rappelling or bungee 
jumping). 
Accommodation in Baños. 

(B) 

Day 7 - Baños 
and Return to 

Quito 

After a late breakfast, you travel up to the slopes of Tungurahua Volcano, one of the most active volcanoes in 
Ecuador. At a viewpoint, you visit Baños’ famous Casita del Árbol (tree house) where the so-called swing at the 
end of the world is located. Do you dare to use it? This is a great spot to take pictures. 
 
After lunch, you embark on the journey back to Quito. The drive along the Avenue of Volcanoes takes about 3 
hours. 
Accommodation in Quito. 

(B,L) 

Day 8 - Otavalo 
Market 

Your guide will pick you up after breakfast and you will travel north towards Otavalo town (2530 m) for about 
two hours. Otavalo is home to a world-famous handicrafts market where the locals sell textiles, art and other 
handicraft souvenirs. Many Otavaleños still wear the traditional clothing of the Otavalo ethnic group. 
On the way to Otavalo, you stop at a viewpoint at San Pablo Lake, which lies at the foot of Imbabura volcano. In 
Otavalo itself, you have time to shop for souvenirs or just stroll around and watch the market life. 
 
After lunch, you continue to Cuicocha Lake – a beautiful lake that was formed inside a caldera. The lake’s name 
translates to “guinea Pig Lake” and derives from the islets in the lake. Then, you visit Cotacachi town that is 
famous for its leather goods. 
On the way back to Quito, you stop at Cayambe town to try the local specialty – “bizcochos” and visit the solar 
clock on the equator. 
Accommodation in Quito. 

(B,L) 

Day 9 - 
Goodbye 
Ecuador 

At the suitable time, your guide will pick you up and take you to the airport, so you can take your flight back 
home or to your next travel destination.  

(B) 

B - Breakfast / L - Lunch / D - Dinner 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Rates per Person: 

  Mid Range Hotels First Class Hotels Genuine Charm Hotels 

Double 
occupancy 

 USD             1,599.00   USD           1,720.00   USD                          2,200.00  

Triple 
occupancy 

 USD             1,320.00   USD           1,420.00   USD                          1,945.00  

 

A minimum of two people is required to operate the tour at these rates. 

Rates for solo travelers or groups upon request. 

All rates are in US dollars. 

 

Hotels considered in the program:  

LOCATION Mid Range Hotels First Class Hotels Genuine Charm Hotels 

Quito  Vieja Cuba Hotel  
 Stubel Hotel & 

Suites  
 Cultura Manor Boutique Hotel  

Cotopaxi  Hosteria Papagayo   Hacienda La Cienega   Hacienda San Agustín de Callo  

Baños 
 Hosteria Monte 

Selva  
 Sangay - Spa Hotel   Luna Volcan - Spa Hotel  

*Note: In case that the mentioned hotels are not available, we will provide similar hotels on the same category. 

 
For more information on tour itinerary, availability and pricing please call our travel consultants at 

604-770-4476 or send an email to: tours@apadanatravel.ca 
APADANA TRAVEL CORP. 

106-18 St W- North Vancouver 
www.apadanatravel.ca 

آپادان  ییمای آژانس  هوا پ   

mailto:tours@apadanatravel.ca

